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RESPONSE - REQUEST FOR 
RECONSIDERATION UNDER 37 CFR 
1.116 EXPEDITED PROCEDURE 
EXAMINING GROUP 1641 



Mail Stop AF 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated December 30, 2005, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and reexamination of this application on the basis of the 
points below. 

Claims 31-37, all of the claims pending in this application, stand rejected as 
obvious over McNamara et al. in view of Cabib et al., Ryan et al. and Hock. 

McNamara et al., Cabib et al. and Hock were discussed in the last Response. 
The rejection of claims over them was overcome by pointing out that they did not disclose 
first passing the light for illumination of the sample through a filter and condensing optics. 

To remedy this omission, the examiner has cited Ryan et al. as showing a UV 
light source and condensing lens prior to a sample, and also states that Cabib et al. show a 
filter for their light source. 
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Applicants submit, however, that neither reference supplies the missing 

elements. 

Cabib et al. disclose filters only with respect to the detector, not with respect 
to light being transmitted to the sample. Column 3 lines 21+ speak only of using filters in 
general; column 10 lines 6+ refer to filtering radiation from the source to the detector and 
column 12 lines 15+ discuss a filter to prevent scattered or reflected radiation from the 
source directly reaching the detector where it would interfere with emissions from the source 
or sample. This reference does not disclose using a filter for light being transmitted from the 
source to illuminate the sample. 

Ryan is cited as showing a UV light source and a condensing lens prior to a 
sample. The examiner did not specify where in Ryan this is disclosed; Applicants presume 
that column 5 lines 29-35 was meant. However, this disclosure refers to a combination filter 
and lens used to process light from a light source prior to its being fed into an interferometer 
that is located in line ahead of a sample, so that the filter and lens are not used to filter light 
that is used to illuminate a sample. In Ryan et al. the light modulated by the interferometer 
is then used to illuminate the sample. 

Applicants submit, therefore, that the current claims are not rendered obvious 
by the four-reference combination propose by the examiner (and that the need for four 
references to construct this rejection further emphasizes the unobviousness of the claims) 
and requests issuance of a Notice of Allowance. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution 
of this application, please telephone the undersigned. 

/ RespectfulWjjjhmitte^ — 

/ /Joel G. Ackerman 
/ / Reg. No. 24,307 
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